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friendly asphalt

North Hempstead Town
has begun using an environ-
mentally friendly asphalt
patching material that replac-
es petroleum derivatives with
plant oils. .

The substance, GreenPatch,
uses renewable solvents such
as plant oils as softeners in-
stead of the petroleum deriva-
tives used in traditional as-
phalt, said Scott Herman, a
sales associate with Cold Mix
Manufacturing in Flushing.
He said it is 100 percent biode-
gradable.

“It’s a direct replacement
for a conventional, toxic sub-
stance that had been used on
New York's streets,” he said.

GreenPatch, which has
peen on the market less than
1 year, is also being used in
the Town of Oyster Bay and

‘he City of Long Beach, Her- -

man said.

North Hempstead Town
spokesman Collin Nash said
GreenPatch costs $120 per
ton, about $10 less than tradi-
tional asphalt replacement.
The town will use it to fill in
potholes, he said.

“It's an environmentally
friendly material, the use of
which fits into the town’s em-
phasis on keeping it green
whenever we can,” Nash
said.

Adrienne Esposito, execu-
tive director of the nonprofit
Citizens Campaign for the Envi-
ronment, called the move “a
great step in the right direc-
tion.”

“Repairing the roads is a
necessity,” she said. “We
should be doing it in an eco-
logically sustainable way.”
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